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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

4. With regard to claim 1, the limitation "wherein a reply message ... is prepared ... 
for every electronic mail transmission" in lines 26-28 is unclear. This language appears 
to state that a reply is generated for every message transmitted, which would essentially 
result in an infinite number of messages being created, since each reply message that 
is transmitted would, in turn, generate another reply message. 

The specification states that a "final reply" message is sent at some point (Page 
18 of specification). The Examiner recommends amending the claim to clarify exactly 
when reply messages are generated, and when they stop being generated. 
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5. Claims 7 and 9 are rejected under the same rationale, since they contain a 
substantially identical limitation. 

6. All claims not individually rejected are rejected by virtue of their dependency from 
the above claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-3,5, and 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ng (US 6,640,301) in view of Zabetian et al. (6,327,656) in further view of 
Applicant's Admitted Prior Art. 

9. With regard to claim 1, Ng discloses a communication contents certification 
system for certifying contents of an electronic mail, comprising: 

a communication contents certification apparatus (Email web site) (Fig 4, 20') 
having communication contents receiving means for receiving said electronic mail 
(messages are received through email web site) (Col 6, Lines 42-46), communication 
contents storage means for storing the contents of said electronic mail (Copies of sent 
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email can be stored at the email web site) (Col 8, Lines 40-42), communication contents 
transmission means for transmitting said electronic mail (Messages are sent through 
email web site) (Col 6, Lines 42-46), and charging means for charging a fee associated 
with use of the communication contents certification apparatus (Col 14, Lines 21-26); 

a first party communication terminal coupled to the communication contents 
certification apparatus (terminal containing browser) (Fig 4, 24) (Col 6, Lines 41-58); 

a second party communication terminal coupled to the communication contents 
certification apparatus (terminal containing email client) (Fig 4, 15) (Col 6, Lines 41-58); 

a first attorney communication terminal coupled to the communication contents 
certification apparatus (Col 13, Lines 62-65); 

a second attorney communication terminal coupled to the communication 
contents certification apparatus (Col 13, Lines 62-65); wherein: 

wherein the electronic mail is transmitted from a first party communication 
terminal to at least one of an attorney communication terminal and another of the party 
communication terminals such that the electronic mail is routed to the communication 
contents certification apparatus and the communication contents certification apparatus 
obtains authentication information for the electronic mail, and stores the contents of the 
electronic mail (email is sent via the certification apparatus) (Col 8, Lines 19-29), and 

wherein a reply message in response to a received electronic mail is prepared for 
every electronic mail transmission (at least Col 10, Lines 25-27; Fig 8D). 

Ng fails to specifically disclose obtaining an identification and password of a 
sending party to authenticate the contents of the electronic mail, preparing a reply 
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message with reference to a comment provided from one of the attorney communication 
terminals, charging means for charging at least one of th,e parties for authenticating 
and/or certifying the contents of the electronic mail, or that the communication contents 
storage means stores the communication history of the electronic mail. 

Zabetian discloses a similar system for certifying electronic mail and teaches 
authenticating the electronic mail based on an identification (source address) (Col 6, 
Lines 38-45) and password of the sending party (Col 6, Lines 63-64). This would have 
been an advantageous addition to the system disclosed by Ng since it allows the sender 
of the message to be positively identified, ensuring that the message actually came 
from a particular person. 

The Examiner took Official Notice of the following in the Office action of 
1 1/15/2005, and Applicant failed to traverse this assertion in the subsequent response 
of 2/7/2006. Therefore, it has been taken that Applicant admits that it would have been 
apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to charge 
a sender or receiver a fee for certifying the electronic mail. 

While Ng fails to specifically disclose preparing the reply message with reference 
to a comment provided from one of the attorney communication terminals, it is apparent 
that the content of the reply message does not materially affect the claimed 
communication contents certification system, or impart any functionality to it. The 
content of the messages delivered using the claimed system is merely a design choice 
of the users of the system. It would have been apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art 
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that a user could send messages containing anything and with reference to anything 
they choose using the system taught by Ng and 2!abetian. 

Liu discloses a similar system for sending electronic mails between persons on a 
network and teaches storing the communication history of the electronic mails (at least 
Col 5, Lines 38-54). This would have been an advantageous addition to the system 
disclosed by Ng and Zabetian since it would have allowed users to save their messages 
access them at a later time to see desired portions of their conversation. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use an identifier/password combination to authenticate 
the contents of an electronic mail, allow message replies with reference to attorney 
contents, charge a fee to users of the certification system, and store the communication 
history of the electronic mails. 

10. With regard to claim 2, while the system disclosed by Ng shows substantial 
features of the claimed invention (discussed above), including a GUI (Col 8, Lines 20- 
22), a party button display section for selecting electronic mail communication with the 
second party communication terminal wherein the first party communication terminal is 
adapted to transmit the electronic mail as a function of input to the GUI (Clicking on 
"Authenticated Send" button sends message to second party via certification 
apparatus)(Col 8, Lines 25-29), it fails to specifically disclose an attorney button display 
section for selecting electronic mail communication with said first attorney 
communication terminal. 
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However, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to include an attorney button display because Applicant has 
not disclosed that a dedicated attorney button display provides an advantage, is used 
for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. One of ordinary skill in the art, 
furthermore, would have expected Applicant's invention to perform equally well by 
specifying the attorney's email address and using the "Authenticated Send" button as 
disclosed by Ng (Col 8, Lines 19-29 and Fig 8A-8D) because both methods perform the 
required task of sending the message to the user's attorney via the certification 
apparatus equally well. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the system disclosed by Ng to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 2. 

1 1 . With regard to claim 3, Ng further discloses that the contents of the electronic 
mail relate to a contract matter (Terms of Sale) between said first party and said second 
party (Fig 8A-8D). 

12. With regard to claim 4, Zabetian further discloses a method of confirming the 
reception of an electronic mail by having the recipient notify the certification requester 
(the certification apparatus in this case) upon successful receipt of the message. 
Zabetian discloses that this can be accomplished through a conventional return receipt 



Application/Control Number: 09/819,244 
Art Unit: 2153 



Page 8 



or through an active login procedure to the email web site (Col 1 1 , Line 63 to Col 12, 
Line 16). 

13. With regard to claim 5, Ng further discloses that the electronic is encrypted (Col 

14, Lines 45-47). 

14. With regard to claim 6, Zabetian further discloses several methods of registering 
users for email service so their identity can be confirmed (Col 6, Line 54 to Col 7, Line 
3). 

15. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected for the same reasons as claims 1 and 3, since they 
recite subject matter which is wholly contained within those claims. 

16. Claim 9 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 , since it recites subject 
matter which is wholly contained within claim 1. Since the system disclosed by Ng is 
executed on computers, a computer readable recording medium holding the software to 
perform the method of claim 9 is inherent. 

Conclusion 

17. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

1 8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron Strange whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3959. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glen Burgess can be reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

AS 

1/30/07 




